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The “Distinguished Alumni Award” is awarded to Ms. Sowmya Mahadevan, for the 

academic year 2018-19. Ms. Sowmya Mahadevan has been associated with SVCE since 1995 as an 
undergraduate student in the Department of Electronics and Communication Engineering. She 
received several accolades during her college years including the Best Student Award in 1998 and 
the Outstanding Student Award in 1999. She then went on to do her Masters in Electrical 
Engineering at Carnegie Mellon University, USA on a fully funded research scholarship.  

After completion of her Masters, Sowmya joined Tek-Tools, a Dallas based startup as a 
Software Engineer. In 2006, Sowmya moved back to India to establish an Indian office for         
Tek-Tools. She started the Chennai operations from scratch including setting up the office, hiring 
employees and training them to become a high performance R&D team. In 2010, Solarwinds, a 
public listed company on the NYSE, acquired Tek-Tools and with that acquisition came the 
opportunity for rapid expansion for the Indian subsidiary. Sowmya successfully ramped up the 
Indian operations of Solarwinds, from 20 employees to 120 employees. 

Sowmya Mahadevan is now the Chief Operating Officer of Exeter Premedia Services, an 
ePublishing company that provides high technology services and media support solutions to 
leading professional and scholarly publishers across the world. As a COO, she is currently 
spearheading the transition of the company from a traditional services company to a world-class 
SaaS publishing technology company. She actively recruits SVCE students to her team to enable 
her mission. 

Since her return to India, Sowmya has been an active participant in several alumni initiated 
activities at SVCE, including entrepreneurship events and hackathons, as a committee member for 
the last 8 years. She was a part of the team that initiated the Women’s Alumni Wing at SVCE and 
is particularly committed to helping women students at SVCE, realize their potential. She is 
currently serving as President-Elect of the SVCE Alumni Committee and is slated to be President 
in 2020.   

Sowmya is a certified toastmaster and a charter member of TIE. Sowmya is a          
successful entrepreneur and a proud SVCE alumna who keeps the SVCE flag flying                      
high in all her professional and personal endeavors. SVCE is delighted to award her the 
“Distinguished Alumni Award” for the year 2018-2019. 
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